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of great value. Eleven—some say fourteen—wounds, of
which an enormous one was in the throat, were the cause of
death. The unfortunate young Duke was buried at Santa
Maria del Popolo. (Maricont.) That, actually, is all that
is known of the murder of the Duke of Gandia.
The only person, except the murderer or murderers,
who could give any salient information, was the bully; and
he expired without uttering a word. The mystery of the
unknown man in a mask has never been solved (nor the
archives of a Roman patrician House published); and, for
a time, the matter rested there.
The effect upon the Lord Alexander P.P. VI was ter-
rible. He had loved Don Juan Francisco with a very great
love. Notwithstanding the fact that Cardinal Cesare (detto
Borgia) was a year older than the Duke of Gandia, the
Pope had always treated the latter as His heir;1 and
had foreseen in his vigorous manlihood the foundation of a
dynasty of Grandees of Spain who would render more
illustrious the House of Borja. The founding of a family
has always been an object very near to the hearts of great
men.
And now the irruption of hideous and ruthless Death
turned^the Pope's Holiness, for a moment, from a spiritual
and temporal sovereign and despot into a very human man.
At such a moment, when man most poignantly is reminded
of the Inevitable Universal waiting in the background, he
feels his utter helplessness, his entire unworthiness, and
would appease, make satis facton. Broken-hearted, the
Lord Alexander P.P. VI spoke of abdication, and a change
of life; as other famous men have done, whom trouble, or
fear, have driven to La Trappe. He made good resolutions.
He gave munificent gifts to churches; for His revived
1A most important inference may be drawn from this, as to the
paternity of Cardinal Cesare,

